Comparative Characteristics of FRCs, FECs, CPRCs, and Family Voices of California

	
	Early Start Family Resource Centers (FRCs)

52-54 Statewide
	Family Empowerment Centers (FECs)

12 statewide
	Community Parent Resource Centers (CPRC)
	Family Voices of California

	Purpose/Mission
	To provide families whose infants receive early intervention services with parent to parent support that enhances their ability to support their infant’s development.
	To ensure that children and young adults with disabilities receive free and appropriate education and educational support services, and that parents have access to information, training, and peer-to-peer support and are full participants in their child’s education.1
	To provide training and information to parents of children with disabilities and to people who work with parents to enable them to participate more fully and effectively with professionals in meeting the educational needs of their children with disabilities.2
	To build the capacity of Parent-to-Parent Centers to respond to the needs of families of children with special health care needs and to have a stronger voice in shaping the system of care.3

	Population Served
	Ages 0-3

Families of infants and toddlers (birth to age three) at risk of or with developmental delays and disabilities
	Ages 3-22

Focus on children with education needs
	Ages 0-22

Focus on children with education needs.
	No age limit

Focus on children with special health care needs

	Focus/target of services
	Family-focused; underserved and under-identified populations; families of infants and toddlers eligible for Early Start
	Underserved and under-identified populations; child-focused; and family-focused regarding improving access to services with educational needs
	Underserved and under-identified populations; child-, parent-, and professional-focused, children with special needs
	Children with special health care needs; focus on health and also other areas where child health is impacted such as education




	
	Early Start Family Resource Centers (FRCs)

52-54 Statewide
	Family Empowerment Centers (FECs)

12 statewide
	Community Parent Resource Centers (CPRC)
	Family Voices of California

	Geographic Scope
	Locally oriented; existing statewide FRC Network
	Locally oriented; funds in place to create a statewide hub
	Funded to cover the whole state, but really have regional focus
	Locally oriented with a statewide coalition; chapter of national organization

	Scope of Services
	Early intervention services with parent-to-parent support, peer counseling and home visits, information and referral, public awareness, parent education, support services in many languages and in urban and rural communities, and transition assistance4
	Information, child education for families and professionals; parent-to-parent support for families concerned with their child’s education; transition to adult services
	Information, education for families and professionals; parent-to-parent support; advocacy for children and families, transition to adult services
	Information, education, parent-to-parent support regarding health, short- or long-term project-focused, depending on needs and funding

	Structure
	Identified as a priority in the State statute, the organizational structure reflects the Early Start commitment to parent-professional partnerships. 

Statewide network available.
	Parent-run (through board participation); non-profit (501c3).

Required to be a part of the ‘Hub.’
	Parent run, parent directed (through board participation) non-profit (501c3).

Statewide network available.
	dynamic infrastructure with individual members representative of agencies with expertise in parent-to-parent support.

Required to be part of the Planning Group, which operates by consensus and through MOUs.


	
	Early Start Resource Centers (FRCs)

52-54 Statewide
	Family Empowerment Centers (FECs)

12 statewide
	Community Parent Resource Centers (CPRC)
	Family Voices of California

	Funding
	Federal funds under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to the Department of Developmental Services, California’s Part C Lead Agency
	Competitive grant process for federal Department of Education funds from the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), channeled through the state
	Competitive grant process for Federal Department of Education funds, Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
	Competitive grant process for funding for specific projects through grants to lead agency (SFCD)

	Established
	1993
	2001
	1975
	FV of CA, 1992

	Special Attributes
	Has the responsibility to partner with agencies providing early intervention services
	Should have relationships with FRC and CPRCs
	At least one in each state, CA has 8-12 funded due to high population
	All members are FRCs, and/or FECs, and/or CPRCs


1Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund website: www.dredf.org/sb511.html
2Education Resource Organizations Directory website: www.ed.gov/Programs/basmp/SPTIC.htm
3Parent Health Liaison Network grant application.

4DDS website:  www.dds.ca.gov/EarlyStart/main/ESFamResource.cfm
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